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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Lesson Grade Span: Middle and High School, 6-8 and 9-12 
Targeted Grade Level/Course: Social Studies, Economics 
Estimated Time to Complete Lesson: 1 class 

FOCUSED QUESTION(S) 

• What is significant about a countries production possibility? 
• What are the advantages and disadvantages between high/low capital goods 

production and high/low consumer production? 
• What types of governments are associated with high/low capital goods and high/low 

consumer goods production? 

STANDARDS (STATE/C3) 

 
• D2.Eco.1.6-8. Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, 

businesses and society. 
• D2.Eco.7.6-8. Analyze the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in a market 

economy. 
• D2.Eco.13.9-12. Explain why advancements in technology and investments in capital 

good and human capital increase economic growth and standards of living. 

STUDENT & TARGET OUTCOMES 

 
• Understand the concept of Production Possibilities 
• Make inferences about the impact that the Korean War has had on the economy of 

the Republic of Korea (South Korea) 
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• Understand how production possibilities curves illustrate choice, how choice 
illustrates opportunity cost and how opportunity cost is illustrative of trade-offs 
encountered on a daily basis. 

LESSON OVERVIEW 

 
Students will explore the economic differences between North Korea and South Korea and 
apply concepts of production possibilities in order to make informed determinations about 
the economic prosperity (or lack thereof) in both North Korea and South Korea. 

 
In small groups of 4-5, students will be presented with a variety of sources. These sources will 
help students draw conclusions, make inferences and make comparisons of production 
possibilities in both North Korea and South Korea. 

 
Students will then engage in a gallery walk to view the conclusions of the various groups in 
the classroom. 

 
Finally, students will individually reflect on the activity. 

 
 
 

PROCEDURES 

 

Materials Needed: 
 

• White Boards (Class Set) 
• Dry Erase Marker (1 per student) 
• Primary & Secondary Source Documents printed or, 
• Ipads/Computers 
• Production Possibilities Chart Sheet 
• Korean Peninsula Compare/Contrast Sheet 
• Reflective Journal 

Prior Knowledge: 

Teacher 
• The teacher should have an understanding of the implications of opportunity cost and 

how choice and tradeoffs are universally shared amongst everyone everywhere. 
• The teacher should understand the sources used in the activity. 
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• The teacher should understand the macro application of the Production Possibilities 
Curve and the differences between economies that focus on capital goods production 
versus those focused on consumer goods production. 

• The teachers should have an understanding of the micro application of the Production 
Possibilities Curve and how it is illustrative of maximum individual potential in relation 
to opportunity cost. 

• The teacher should have knowledge of government types and how command and free 
market economies relate to a focus on capital goods production over consumer goods 
production respectively. 

 
Students 
• Students should have an understanding of various types of governments. 
• Students should have a basic understanding of a how to draw, correctly label and 

interpret a Production Possibilities Curve. 
• Students should have the ability to discern a primary source from a secondary source. 

 
Introduction (Focus, Anticipatory Set): 

 
In order to draw on previous knowledge, students will be asked to correctly draw and label 
two production possibilities curves. The first will represent an economy at full production and 
the second will represent an economy in a recession. Additionally, students will define 
Capital Goods and Consumer Goods by giving two examples of each. 

 
Procedure: 

 
Teacher will: 
• Split students into groups of four or five 
• Give each group a pre-sorted folder of primary and secondary sources, Production 

Possibilities Chart Sheets and Korean Peninsula Compare and Contrast Sheets 
• Keep time 

 
Students will: 
• Individually, read/analyze primary and secondary sources looking for exemplars of 

production possibilities in Korea 
• Collaboratively, compare and contrast North and South Korea using the Korean 

Peninsula Compare and Contrast Sheet 
• Individually, plot North Korea and South Korea on their respective production 

possibilities graphs 
• Collaboratively, compare their graphs, and then produce one, agreed upon, 

production possibilities graph for North and South Korea 
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Teacher will: 
• Facilitate a “gallery walk” or a rotation through group areas (whichever is best for the 

classroom) 
 

Students will: 
• Rotate, with groups, through the gallery walk or around group areas 
• Read and critique their peer group charts 
• Return to their seats and individually reflect on the findings 

 
Closing and Evaluation: 

 
The teacher should close the lesson by making personal application of production 
possibilities to students’ lives. On a macro level, students should be able to determine where 
the United States economy would be placed on the graph. On a micro level, students should 
understand that production possibilities curves can illustrate our own potential. Because they 
are illustrative of trade-offs, full potential requires choices and choices are reflective of 
opportunity cost. 

 
After the teacher will invite students to complete a personal reflection based on their 
observations of the activity. Students should place focus on how the production possibilities 
curve illustrates the economic focus of each country. Additionally, reflections should draw 
support from the primary sources and secondary sources included in the activity. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed, formatively, in various ways throughout the lesson. 
• Focus, Anticipatory set (Production Possibilities Curves) 
• Group participation 
• Personal Reflection 
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RESOURCE LIST 

 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/19/parallel-lives-matching-portraits-from-south- 
and-north-korea-in-pictures 

 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41228181 

MODIFICATIONS & EXTENSIONS (OPTIONAL) 

 
MODIFICATIONS 

 
The teacher is the expert in the classroom and must preview all materials prior to students 
completing the lesson. From there, teachers may decide which materials are most 
appropriate for various learner group or individuals in their classroom. Given the focus of the 
lesson, teachers may choose to look for pictures or materials that might better suit students 
in their classes. 

 



South Korea North Korea

Pushing Possibilities

Capital  
Goods

Consumer  
Goods

Capital  
Goods

Consumer  
Goods

Examples of Capital Goods: 

Examples of Consumer Goods: 

1. Place a X on the line where you  
think the economy’s production 
is focused.  

2. Compare and Contrast the economy of 
the North Korea and South Korea. 

3. Analyze why both types of  
economies are good and why  
focusing on one is bad.

A Production Possibilities Curve  
Discussion Questions

















Seoul 
Before the Korean War



Seoul 
During the War



Seoul 
Modern Day



Schooling 
Before the Korean War



Schooling 
During the War



Schooling 
Modern Day



Businesses 
Before the Korean War



Businesses 
During the War



Businesses 
Modern Day



Transportation 
Before the Korean War



Transportation 
During the War



Transportation 
Modern Day



Han River 
Before the Korean War



Han River 
During the Korean War



Han River 
Modern Day



Homes 
Before the Korean War



Homes 
During the Korean War



Homes 
Modern Day



North Korea South Korea


